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‘No matter what federation, Cit Hennig can REALLY wrestle! 


THE WORLD 
WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 


STILL #1 AFTER 
ALL THESE YEARS! 


BY STEVE MUELLER 


‘Many say that Hulk Hogan IS the WWF. 


And the wrestling world 
turns..slowly. Some things change, 
Some don’t, The WWF has long been 
the subject of savage criticism by both 
‘wrestling fans and the media. That 


n't likely to change, although maybe 
it should. It seems that those who 
criticize the WWF most severely are 
also in the habit of praising the NWA, 
you know, the place where "We 


Wrestle’. Maybe that should change 
aswell, 

That hard core “smart” fan who con- 
demas the WWF as a traveling 
sideshow filled with pets, bad singers 
and feeble steroid mutants, usually 
hhas a handy list of the WWF's faults 
The WWF does nothing to develop 
the art of wrestling. The work rate of 
Titan wrestlers is awful. There are 
few exciting high spots in WWF wres 
ting, And s0 on. Many of these ob- 
servations are true but the vast 
majority of wrestling fans have little 
interest in the esotericelements of the 
sport. The hordes of fans filling Titan 
house shows have different priorities 
‘They are the casual fans who merely 
‘want to be entertained. And enter- 
tain is what the WWF does best. 

Casual fans consider a trip to the 
local arena a night of fun, not an op- 
portunity to study the latest develop- 
ments in wrestling technique. The 
Titan Sports braintrust realizes that 
these fans would rather watch Hull 
Hogan battle a cartoon character 
than follow the intricacies of a Flair- 
‘Steamboat match. Consequently, the 
WWF promotional angles are 
focused precisely to appeal to these 
casual fans, who, incidentally, com: 
Drige the larnestfarnet market avail- 

‘The WWF attacks its target market 

fe a Veteran quarterback picking 
apart a deep zone. Titan Sports per- 
sonalizes its. mass marketing techni- 
ques with interviews designed for 
specific areas. For instance, the Bos- 
tonedition of Superstars" wil feature 
interviews with the wrestlers talking 
about their upcoming matches at the 
Boston Garden, As a result, fans are 
given a sense of immediacy, a fecling 
that the main event at their local 
arenaisgoingtobethe match that set- 
tes the hot feud once and for all. Of 
course, this is not always true, but it is 
a masterful illusion, and i i 
‘what wrestling is all bout, 

Another marketing technique util- 
ized by Titan Sports is the main- 
tenance of a recognizable WWF per. 
sonality, When fans go to a WWF 
event, they know what to expect and 
they get it: outlandish characters 
engaged in a soap opera-like mini- 
drama, WWF characters arc 
developed slowly, week by week. 
Their personality traits are constant- 
lyreinforced, until the most casual fan 
can easily recognize thee, Evenifthe 
characters are degrading like the Red 

SE 


The Ultimate Warrior really hit the big time. 


Rooster, or simply silly like the Honky 
Tonk Man, or even pathetic like 
Aade the Giant, their recognizable 
persona make them marketable com- 
modities. 

The WWF has used these basic 
strategies so successfully that when 
the casual fan thinks of pro wrestling, 
he thinks of the WWF. The WWF is 
pro wrestling’s major league in the 
fame way that the NFL is pro 
football's, Just ask the USFL, or if 
you're talking wrestling, ask the 
NWA. 

The NWA, since its takeover by Ted. 
‘Turner in January of 1989, is trying to 
become the alternative to the WWF. 
‘Unfortunately, while it has managed 
to win over some hard core fans who 
favor watching competent grapplers, 
execute the technical aspects of the 
sport, it has not yet become part of 
mainstream America’s perception of 
jjust what is major league in the mat 
sport. There are many reasons for 
this. 

Perhaps foremost is the NWA’s lack 
of a real identity, Tt claims to be the 
place where, you know, "We Wrestle’, 


butit has also become the place where 
"We Do Weird Skits". The idea of of- 
fering an alternative to the WWF soap 
opera side show is a valid marketing 
concept. Japan's Universal Wrestling 
Federation did just that then it 
designed a wrestling promotion and 
match philosophy that returned the 
sport to the basies - having wrestlers 
exchange holds instead of insults and 
pets. The UWF regularly sells out its 


Jimmy Hart has been a WWF mainstay. 


shows. If the NWA had stuck to its 
original marketing concept and attack- 
ed the WWF at its weakest point, the 
quality ofits matches, it oo might be 
selling out arenas. Instead, it sold out 
onlyits promotional philosophy andits 
original identity concept. In. the 
process itis also losing the support of 
those hard core fans who want pure 
‘wrestling action, 

Early in 1989, the NWA was indeed 
becoming the quality alternative to 
the WWF sideshow. It was estab- 
lishing an identity as the league where 
wrestling technique was the main 
priority. Quality matches like Flair- 
Steamboat and Luger-Windham 
headlined cards. NWA announcers 
were essentially saying, "Fans, if 
you're tired of the WWF circus, watch 
us instead! We're what wrestling is 
supposed to be!" Then, as if over- 
come by a rampaging self-destructive 
impulse, the NWA booking team of 
the moment introduced Norman the 
Lunatic, a WWF-style cartoon 
character, and the Ding Dongs, per 
haps the stupidest wrestling creation 
of all time. The NWA’s descent into 


the abyss of lost promotions began, 
‘Norman is supposed to be a released 
mental paticnt who is controlled by 
Teddy Long with asct of keys that are 
alleged to be the keys to his asylum 
cell, The Ding Dongs are two skinny 
masked men who ring bells during 
their matches and wear little bells 
glued to their wrestling tights. The 
NWA has, yot to explain how “they 
wrestle" with all the little bells falling, 
off during a match. 

The descent into the abyss gained 
speed over the summer when the 
focus on quality matches was 
replaced with angles such asthe Terry 
Funk "garbage bag" attack on Ric 
Flair, and the Robin Green saga that 
featured a video-taped mugging. In 
late October, the NWA destroyed any 
hhope that it would ever become pro 
ratings quali alternative wih ts 
"Halloween Havoc" pay-per- 
show, The NWA, on this grim and 
‘ghoulish night, featured an electrified 
steel cage as ils main attraction. ‘The 
WWF, even at its worst, 
stooped to such grotesque silliness, 
On this night, the NWA became the 
place where, you know, "We 
Electrocute Our Wrestlers’. 

‘Along with this failure to maintain 
an identifiable promotional 
philosophy, the NWA committed a 
major marketing blunder by or- 
chestrating too many heel/face turns 
in too short a time. As a result, the 
persona of many NWA wrestlers have 
become blurred. Ric Flair, Ron 
mons, the Midnight Express, Barry 

indham, Kendall Windham, Steve 
Williams, Mike Rotundo and Jim 
Cornette were just a few examples of 
about-face changes made in 1989, 
Even Kevin Sullivan's latest NWA 
tenure began with him asa face praie 
ing Dusty Rhodes’ wrestling ability. 
‘Then, there is the NWA “circle turn’, 
Lex Luger, even though he bas 
come a classic hee}, is the obvious ex- 
ample of this booking angle. He was 
bad, then he was good, and now he's 
bad! again. "When will he be good 
again and who really cares?" is what 
the casual fan has to be wondering. 
‘The Road Warriors underwent the 
quickest circle turn in mat history. It 
Tasted about three weeks, 

Steve Williams was turned into a 
member of Kevin Sullivan’s Varsity 
Club for a few months and when he 
returned from a tour of Japan, he was 
suddenly a face again with little ex- 
planation as to how his soul was saved. 


A wrestling promotion 
without recognizable characters is a 
marketing disaster. 

The NWA also failed miserably 
when they coulda’t re-sign Ricky 
Steamboat. Steamboat is onc of the 
sport’s best workers and ring tech- 
nicians. His presence and his 
matches gave credibility to the 
NWa’s claim as the quality wrestling 
alternative. The fact that he vanished 
in the middle of a series of matches 
with Lex Luger, which were becoming 
mat classics, only complicated this 
disaster. 

Perhaps the recent decline in the 
NWA's promotional strategy is the 
emergence of Ric Flair as the chicf 
booker, Insiders are whispering that 
the Flair regime is reminiscent of the 
Dusty Rhodes booking regime at its 
worst. Friends are pushed despite 
talent and deserving potentials are ig- 
nored. Consider Eddie Gilbert, a 
‘genuine talent and innovative per- 
former. The Flair regime has 
relegated Gilbert, a former focal 


Temas Gian ate ah 


Did Terry Taylor make a mistake by 
becom 


figure in mid level angles, to opening 
losses against pushed talent like Brian 
Pillman, And worse, Gilbert has lost 
his identity, Ho is no longor "Hot 
Stuff" and he is neither a face nor a 
heel, He has become a wrestling 
twilight zoner. Is this becausc he was 
‘once part of the booking team and the 
now chief booker is worried about 
competition? Ric Flair has not only 
become the chief booker, but the 
promotion’s most pushed face. 
Remind you of anyone? To be fair to 
Flair, the. job of chief booker is just 
too complicated to be done by some- 
‘one who isalso an active wrestler, and 
in this case, the champion as well, 

To add to the NWA’s problems, 
rumors of a massive talent war are 
rampant, This latest epicode in the 
NWA/WWF warissaid to have begun 
when the WWF signed Barry 
‘Windham away from the NWA. The 
NWA retaliated by signing the WWF 
tag team champs, Tully Blanchard 
and Arn Anderson to contracts. LAst 
year Anderson and Blanchard were 
‘Signed away from the NWA by the 
WWF when they were the NWA’s tag 
champs. ‘The WWF fired back im- 
mediately by sending JJ. Dillon, once 
a key member of the NWA booking 
team, to negotiate a move to the 
WWF by the legendary Road War- 
riors. A Road Warrior move to the 
WWF is reportedly ready to happen, 
So too is a move by Sting. If these 
moves do occur, the NWA’s decline 
may be irreversible, The casual fan 
already suspects that the NWA is a 
minor league, where talent develops 
and then moves on to the major 
Teague, the WWF. The loss of 
wrestlers like Sting and the Road 
Warriors would only confirm this 
suspicion, 

The NWA has to sign some WWE 
stars to change this perception, and 
signing fading WWF stars wouldn't 
help. The NWA would then be per- 
ceived as merely a dumping ground 
for washed-up WWF performers To 
some degree, this perception already 
exists because of the NWA’s signing 
of former WWF wrestlers like the 
Junkyard Dog, the Iron Sheik, Bob 
Orton and Butch Reed, 

Coincidentally, the WWF, for 
various reasons, is undergoing a 
restructuring of talent, Already, or 
soon tobe historyare the Honky Tonk 
Man, who has already signed con 
tracts with some small independent 
promotions, Koko B. Ware, who was 


fired because of an altercation with an 
official during a European tour in Oc- 
tober, the Rougeau Brothers, who are 
reportedly just fed up with their 
image and their life in the WWF, the 
Hart Foundation, who arc rumored to 
be negotiating with the NWA, and the 
Red Rooster Terry Taylor who has 
ripped up both his knee and his ego. 
Some of these wrestlers will go to the 
NWA, but they aren’t the types whose 
signing would be a major promotion- 
al coup. The NWA, if itis to begin 
changing the perception that it is not 
merely a regional promotional with 
delusions of grandeur, has to sign a 
major WWF star and there 

lyno chance of that happening. Hulk 
Hogan, Randy Savage, Roddy Piper 


and the Ukimate Warrior are going 
nowhere unless...Yes, there is 
‘more important development going 
‘on behind the scencs, 

The ultimate badguy, the manic 
manipulator of corporate America’s 
worst nightmare is about to unleash a 
frontal assault on the WWF. The big- 
gest specter of dread, even bigger 
than Andre is about to put Titan 
Sports in a headlock, Vinceland is 
about to be audited by the IRS. And 
with that audit comes some rumblings 
by some WWE stars. "What happens 
if the books don't balance? Do I sti 
‘get my dough? Yo, what's the num- 
ber of that guy in the NWA booking 
office?" Stay tuned. The fun may just 
be beginning. 
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KRIRNRCH FRKUD... 
LEX LUGER TAKES ON TOMMY RICH 


BY DON LAIBLE 


Tommy Rich has bee 


unsuccessful in capturing the U.S. ite. 


Whoever said they woulda’t be in- 
teresting challengers are now cating 
their words. Their matches have 
turned out better than many so called 
experts had predicted. They are ap- 
proaching each other one day at a 
ime, and match by match, Both 
Tommy “Wildfire” Rich and "The 
Total Package’ Lex Luger are chasing, 
goals each feel to be vital to their im- 
mediate future in the National Wres- 
tling Alliance. The stubborness and 

itter brawling tactics displayed 
during their encounters reflects the 
determination each wrestler has to 
become the overall victor in their 
feud, Not only securing a champion- 
ship showdown with NWA titlest "Na- 
ture Boy” Ric Flair is on Luger and 
Rich's minds, but stripping him of his 
prestigious belt is thoir ultimate goal, 
It’s not easy getting to the champ. 
Top contenders are continuously 
ined up for a crack at hia belt. For a 
wrestler to not only catch, but hold 
the championship committee's atten- 
tion for consideration in going against 
Fair, they not only have to defeat a 
respected athlete, but be victorious 
‘on a continuous basis, Both of these 
men arc well aware of this situation. 
The battles between Luger and Rich 
‘were proven to be the best kept secret 
and most pleasant surprise in 1989 for 
the NWA. 

It is rather obvious looking at both 
men they are different as night and 
day. Their ring philosophies lead 
them to wins over many of the sports 

gest draws. Until the NWA belt ic 
put around their waist, neither 
"Wildfire" or “The Total Package" will 
rest, Luger is determined to take 
Flait’s title since entering the NWA 
five years ago. He has come closer 
than any other challenger to defeat 
"Nature Boy" without actually exiting 
the squared circle" with the belt. The 
NWA Tag Team title (with Barry 
‘Windham as his partner) and the U.S. 
Heavyweight Championship are 
among the trophics Luger has 
claimed. ‘Two years ago, combining 
forces with Sting, the duo won the 
Crockett Cup Memorial Tag Team 
TET 


The former NWA world champ takes control of Luger. 


Tommy Rich perhaps more than 
Luger, craves the swest taste of sue 
‘ess, by being the world champ. On 
April 27,1981 in Augusta, Georgia 


"Wildfiro* defeated the NWA champ 
Harley Race for the title, By doing so 
Rich became the second youngest 
(Lou Thesz was younger) man in the 
history of the organization to win the 
belt. Rich didn't 
limelight too long, 
ship ended four 
Georgia, as Race regained the belt 
When the contracts were fi 
pitting Luger agai 
ar that Tommy was written off as a 
serious threat to "Golden Boy’. 
Luger possesses the physique and 
talent of future wrestlers for the world 
hus far to conquer 
great frustration. 
s held nothing back in his plan 
k when confronting Rich, 
He's pulling to get a rematch with 
"Nature Boy’, but unfortunately he 
has to wait his wen, 
Facts don’t lic. Luger a native of 
Chicago, I Dut on top 
their matches. The 
hhaven't been a result of a 
pin, Then again con 
troversy is Lex’s middle name. 
Routinely, Luger has lured "Wildfire 
close to a ring corner, angle 
to block the referee’s positioning 
when counting, and puts his fect on 
the second rope for added insurance, 


OK suckers, who's next?! 


ARIES 
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so that his Hendersonville, Tennessee 
‘opponent can't kick out ofthe pinning 
situation, Win at all costs by his own 
set of rules, that is Luger's creed. 
During a recent battle in Rochester, 
New York once again Rich had the 
"Total Package" on the run. Secured 
in the corner, Lex was in trouble. 
Rich climbed to the second rope and 
unloaded "knuckle sandwiches" 
repeatedly to Luger's head. The US. 
‘Champ was groggy and on the verge 
cof defeat. In an act of desperation 
Luger grabbed "Wildfire” around the 
‘waist and pulled him down on a wait 

ing knee. The low blow took the fight 
out of Rich and enabled Luger to 
cradle him in a small package hold. 

Win, lose or draw Tommy Rich has 
not allowed his spirit to be broken. 
He fought his way back into the com- 
petitive ranks of the NWA. The inde~ 
pendent eireuits, tours for Japanese 
promoters and appearing for the 
‘Continental Wrestling Association in 
the South are among the ways Rich 
used to return to the NWA. Getting 
back in top form hasn't been casy, but 
once Luger agreed to his challenges 
the process seemed to speed up for 
Rich, He kept his focs on the run 
duringa match by wearing them down 
‘with elbow blows, and working over 
the body. All Tommy wanted was a 
chance, now he’s making good on hi 
promise to those who showed faith in 
him. 

At the Fairgrounds Coliseum in 
Syracuse, New York, Luger and Rich 
put on another exciting match. This 
time Lex relied totally on power 
holds. Bear hugs, back breakers and 
tests of strength (hand locks his 
specialty), Luger did what he knew 
‘would work, When “Wildfire” caught 
his breath, he gave the "Total Pac 
age’ a running clothes line that sent 
him flying backwards over the top 
rope. As Luger wobbled back into 
the ring, Tommy didn't let up on his 
assault.” He applied spinning toe 
hold, slapped on viee-like headlocks 
and administered a few high knec lifts 
that sent Luger on his back. Annoyed 
and embarassed Lex was able to 
squeak out another victory. As Rich 
"sunset flipped’, Luger reversed the 
hold and held onto Tommy's trunks 
for good measure. 

Lex Luger has become a master of 
getting ont of potentially compromis 
ing situations. He has handled him- 
self well against Flair in the past and 
considers those matches all part of 


Lex Luger retains his belt 


the learning process to the world ttle. 
Luger feels his challenges with 
Tommy Rich have made him well 
prepared to mect "Nature Boy’, Rich 
has personal reasons to fuel his fire at 
the "Total Package’. Revenge is his 
motivator. Last summer, Tommy's 
‘wrestling: cousins, Johnny and Davey 
Rich were carried out on stretchers 
after being on the receiving end of 
Luger's savagery in Georgia matches 
To combat "Wildfire’s’ enthusiasm 
on the mat, Luger has implimented 
the abdominal stretch in their 


matches. Itis a painful hold to his op- 
ponent, yet resting for Lex. The last 
thing Luger wants to happen is to look 
sloppy in front of his fans, He prac- 
tices wrestling holds regularly, lifts 
weights and trains diligently before 
each match, Not the most popular 
NWA figure, Rich is gaining momen- 
tum with each city he appears in. B: 
tling Norman the Lunatic, Mike 
Rotunda and the Cuban Assassin, 
have kept *Wildfire* in top wrestling 
form. 

Most of the Luger-Rich matches 


endup in aslugfest. Neither is willing 
to give an inch and wants the feud to 
continue, Although busy battling 
Brian Pillman, Lex anxiously awaits 
his bookings with Rich. Most 
everyone loves the underdog 
Tommy appreciates the rote, as he 
sees less pressure on him to succeed 
which allows him more time to relax 
in the ring. Rich’s return to the NWA 
is spreading like "Wildfire’, looking to 
unwrap the "Total Packa 
tuned, this one is far from being ove 
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THE HISTORY OF THE 


‘Sting represents the future of the NWA. 


While it has fallen on hard times 
lately, the National Wrestling Al: 
Tiance can rightfully claim to be th 
oldest professional mat organization. 
Even though the World Wrestling 
Federation is the most popular right 
now, it has no hope of ever matching 
the NWA’s long and star-studded his- 
tory. 


The NWA history goes clear back to 
1905, when Frank Gotch was rec: 
nized as the first world champion, 
Goteh retired in 1913, but during 
those nine years, he was virtually un- 
challenged as the absolute king of his 
profession. When Gotch decide to 
hang up his boots, there was a turmoil 
while other wrestlers scrambled to 


in position to claim his throne, A 
tournament was held to determine an 
official champion, with Charley Cut- 
ler defeating Henry Ordeman and 
Jesse Westegard to become the new 
kingpin of the mat world, 

The world title picture was rather 
unclouded for the next several years 
until 1929, when two of the sport's 


N WA BY TOM CLUTTERS 


Rie Flair has been instrumental in the success of the NWA. 


promier stare, Dick Shikat and Gus 
Sonnenberg, both declared themsel- 
yes to be the champion, Shikat felt 
that his win over "Golden Greek" Jim 
Londos in Pennsylvania, enabled him 
to claim the title, while Sonnenberg, 
was equally convinced that, by defeat- 
ing the legendary Ed "Strangler" 
Lewis in Boston, he was the rightful 


champion. The controversy raged 
until an attempt at consolidation was 
made in 1932, Lewis cleanly pinned 
Shikat in New York City for what 
most considered the "real" NWA belt. 
However, another man by the name of 
Ed Don George challenged Lewis’ 
lille stature. George claimed that his 
win over Henry DeGlane in '31 en- 


titled him to the world champion 
faurels. 

There was n 
parties at the 
raged on until 1935, when Danny 
O'Mahoney cleaned up the mess by 
beating both George and Londos, 
thus becoming the first "undisputed 
NWA king. 

Less than 2 year later, an event oc- 
curred which affects the sport, even to 
this day. During a title match be- 
tween Ali Babaand Dave Levin which 
took place in New Jersey, Baba was 
disqualified and Levin was declared 
the new champion, Shortly there- 
after, the New Jersey Athletic Com- 
mission stepped in and nullified the 
decision, declaring thatthe title could 
not change hands via a disqualifi 
tion. For the most part, that rule is 
still in effect toda 

‘Although be wasn't a controve 
individual himself, one "Crusher" 
Steve Casey was at the center of the 
neat storm involving the NWA belt. 
Casey had beaten Lou Thesz in 
February of 1938 to become world 
champion, but later, while he was out 
of the country, the NWA officials had 
declared Everett Marshall as the 

jon, Casey annd Marshall had 
met in the ring earlier in Montreal, 
‘but Casey won when Marshall throw 
him out ofthe ring, resulting in a DQ. 
During its convention, the Alliance 
brass decided to reverse the outeome 
of the match, determining that 
‘Crusher’s ext from the ring had been 
accidental. It must have been a bitter 
pill for Casey to swallow, but he never 
regained championship status. 

Tn the next decade, controversy took 
vacation, but the title belt did 
change hands rather frequently. It 
was during this period that football 
great, Bronko Nagurskitricd his hand 
at wrestling, and was successful. He 
won the title in 1939, and again in 
1941, but it was "Wild Bill” Longson 
who spent the longest time (four 
years) a5 king of the hill. By July of 
1948, i was decided that the Alliance 
should become better organized, and 
some consider this date as the "offi- 
cial’ birth of the NWA. Promoter 
Sam Munchaik joined Al Haft and 
Pinks George inthe front office of the 
"new" organization, and Orville 
Brown was declared the world 
heavyweight champion. Brown's 
reign ended tragically however, on 
Nov 1, when he was seriously injured 
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Bary Windham didn’t feel lke he gota fair shake with the NWA. 


in an auto accident, Unable to con- 

uc his ring carcer, Brown was 
forced to surrender the coveted title 
to Lou Thesz, who would go on to be 
the greatest champion ever. For al- 
most 11 years, Thesz was the best in 
the NWA, holding the championship 
strap on four different occasions 
Other men like “Whippet” Billy Wat- 
s0n, "Nature Boy" Buddy Rogers, and 
tough Canadian Gene Kiniski would 
become champions, but Thesz usual- 
ly came out in top in the end. 


18 wreeriine EVE 


As the sisties transformed in to the 
rip-roaring seventies, a new breed of 
champion emerged. "Younger, more 
athletic figure began scrapping for 
lie shots. Dory Funk Jr. used his 
famous spinning toe hold to defeat 
Kiniski in February of 1969, and was 
to reign as undisputed champion for 
the next four years. By the time 
Dory's reign was coming to an end, 
younger brother Terry was ready to 
take up the challenge. After the elder 
Funk lost the belt to Jack Brisco, 


‘Terry was determined to recapture 
the gold for the family and did just 
that in late 1975. Some of the battles 
between Briscoand Funkstill stand as 
all-time mat classics. It was clear 
those many years ago that Terry Funk 
had an inordinate amount of deter- 
mination to become world champion. 
Now, in the 1990s, Funk is still going 
strong, and is still determined to take 
the ttle back to Texas, where he feels 
it rightfully belongs. 

There were two other notable 
figures to emerge in the champion- 
ship picture during the soventie: 
One was Japanese legend Shoh 
"Giant" Baba; and the other wa 
"Handsome" Harley Race. W 
Baba was a true superstar in his nati 
ind, his. abilities were never con- 
sidered up to American. standards 
He did, in fact, win the NWA title on 
three different occasions, but was 
never able to hold the gold for more 
than a week or so. Babe's days of 
glory came to an end when Race 
defeated him on Sept 10, 1980 in the 

yy of Otsu. The match marked the 
beginning of Race’s heyday in the 
NWA, as he would go on to hold the 
title a record six times. That Race 
should be wrestling at all was some 
what of a miracle, since he was ad- 
sieod by doctors that he may never 
walk, let alone compete in athletics, 
following an accident during his 
teenage years. Not only did young 

ley recover his walking ability, he 
‘went fo become the man some would 
call the greatest of all time. The only 
blemish on the storied carcer of the 
‘man from Kansas City came when he 
joined the WWF ranks as "The King”. 
Although his skills had deteriorated 
somewhat, he was still most capable, 
but was looked on by the fans of the 
Federation as nothing more than just 
‘another aging buffoon. 

Now we move into what a lot of folks 
consider the most exciting decade in 
the Alliance's history; the 1980s. On 
Sept 17, 1981, one Richard Morgan 
Fleihr, conquered one Virgil Riley 
Runnels in Kansas City. As you 
probably know by now, R.M, Fleihr is 
"The Nature Boy" Ric Flair, and V.R. 
Runnels is better known as "THe 
American Dream" Dusty Rhodes. 
While not particularly significant at 
the time, the title match began the 
championship career of maybe the 
best ever. Flair went on to dominate 
the NWA during the next ten years, 
and as the 1990s begin, he shows litle 
signs of weakening, Race would 


‘Three former world champs, Dory Funk, Jr, Pat O'Connor and Terry Funk. 


come back to win the tite from Flair 
in June of 83, but most of the Nature 
Boy's chief competition would come 
from Rhodes, who was destined to 
win the belt two more times before the 
decade ended. In addition, names 
like Tommy "Wildfire” Rick, Kerry 
Von Erich, Ronnie Garvin and Ricky 
“The Dragon" Steamboat would all be 
etched on the 20 pounds of gold 
before 1990 arrived, but befor 

over, Ric Flair’s name would sit alone 
atop the list of longest reigning NWA 
champions. 

Currently, both Terry Funk and 
‘Tommy Rich are busy trying to recap- 
ture past glories. Ronnie Garvin has 
moved on to the WWF, and Steam- 
boat, shortly after losing the belt back 
to Flair in’89 was forced out of action 
foran undetermined period of time by 
a foot injury. Young stars like Sting, 
Lex Luger, Rick and Scott Steincr, 
the Great Muta and others could one 
day enjoy the sound of having "NWA 
World Champion” put before their 
names, but no one will ever replace 
Ric Flair. Flair is still the best in the 
business, and, in all the glorious years 
the NWA has been in business, there 
has never been, nor will there probab- 
Iy ever be, somebody quite like him, 
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STING VS THE 
GREAT MUTA 


Unfortunately, considering what has 
taken place over the past several 
months it is highly unlikely Sting or 
Muta would want anything to do with 
‘each other excopt to be in opposite 
‘corners in the ring, Now the ring dif- 
ferences among the two prize athletes 
has escalated above the rule book and 
beyond the realm of competition, 
Now it's a personal war! This is no 
scene out of a movie, the mauling and 
blood spilled between them is taking 
place in arenas throughout the nation, 
A second place finish for either of 
them will not be tolerated, Hopeful- 


ly, when the dust on the mat clears, 
each wrestler will be able to walk away 
under their own power. 

t's quite obvious that Sting and 
Muta are hot commodities in the 
wrestling world. If there are any 
doubts as to their popularity when 
they make their way into the ring, the 
‘crowd reaction should clear up any 
questions. Loud, thunderous ova~ 
tions are directed atthe face-painted, 
blonde haired Californian Sting, His 
sereams of appreciation to his sup- 
porters has not gone unnoticed. 
Mata, as dastardly and vicious as any 


pro in the sport is also respected by 
the fans, but ina different way. What 
he docs and how he executes holds in 
the ring simply puts his audiences in 

Wrestlers, too, are amazed at the 
quickness and agility demonstrated 
by their Oriental opponent. Two 
strong personalities and varied styles, 
have made it possible for them to 
work as a unit. Sting has offered his 
hand in friendship only to have it 
slapped by Muta’s manager Gary 
Hart, Most people view Hart as the 
barrier that. separates the two 
wrestlers. Heisalso being credited as, 
the culprit adding fuel to the fir 

The first one-on-one confrontation 
between Sting and Muta came as an 
after-thought with a match that didn’t 
originally involve them. Their invol- 
voment came down to sticking up for 
Iriends.. Sting, has been a close con- 
fidante to NWA World Champ "Na- 
ture Boy’ Ric Flair. Muta along with 
‘Texas Wildman Terry Funk make up 
the J-Tex Corporation, guided by 
Hart. 

Deep, personal convictions are felt 
by both parties in and out of the ring 
Last Julyin Baltimore, Md., the much 
anticipated clash between Sting and 
Mata finally camo (0 pass. Es 
were running high during 
match, with Funk up against the 
champ. Both men appeared ex- 
hausted and ready to collapse after 
twenty minutes of brutal battling, 
When it became clear that itwas Funk 
who was on his way (0 unconscious- 
oss first, Hart summoned Muta in for 
the save, Sting entered the fracas and 
stood on the side of Flair. All four 
men slugged it out before order was 
restored. 

Instead of being part of the Flair- 
Funk solution, they became a new 
problem the NWA hoped would 
never come to pass. Moaths have 
gone by since their initial battle, but 
tempers haven't cooled. Pride’ and 
patriotism has propelled Sting to con- 
centrate totally on Muta. The NWA 
T.Y. title has been one clement 
among them that continues to raise 
controversy. At one time Sting was 
the proud wearer of the belt. ‘Then 
the ttle was held up after a confron- 
tation with Muta. ‘Through trickery 
and deceit, the TV title found it’s way 
into the Gary Hart camp and snapped 
around Muta’s waist. Losing the belt 
{isn't what has Sting hot, it’s that he 
wasn't defeated in a fair way. This is 


ainly a, 


‘The Great Muta takes advice 
Srom Gary Hart. 


where pride is factored on Sting's 
part. "Hey, T have nothing against 
anyone, but it’s just the arrogance and. 
ideals, Muta’s displays make me 
sick. ‘You just don’t see somet 
you want and automatically think it’s 
for the taking, Sting captured the title 
fair and squarc. Hart, Funk, and 
Slater have filled Muta's head with a 
lot of lies and turned him into a self 
ish thug. When Sting gets finished 
with him, Muta will want (o go back to 
the rice fields,” Tom Zenk said in 
Johnstown, Pa. 

I’s become obvious there is no com= 
passion displayed to thoze who stand 
tnhis way. Women, as well as men are 
apparently fair game. Missy Hyatt, 


"Hotstufl” Eddie Gilbert’s n 
confronted Muta, Hart and Sul 
during a televised interview, and she 
was sprayed in the face with the 
mysterious green mist, causing her 
temporary blindness. Muta showed 
no remorse after eausing the woman 
pain and suff 
friend of Missy, that incident only 
added more anger from Sting’s point 
of view, Thus far, when dhe two 
wrestlers have collided, Sting’s 
stamina and leaping ability have been 
is main asset for survival. Having to 
deal with Muta’s repertoire of martial 
arts, the green mist, an assortment of 
suplexs and Hart and Funk constant- 
“ly patrolling the ringsid 
has held his own quite admirably. 
‘No one may ever find out who is the 
best. Sting has been awarded the 
watches. with Muta. A pinfall ap- 
pears out of the question, Hart h 
seen to that, When their travel 
war wound up in Bull 
sticking true to form, Hart would not 
compromise Muta’s TV title or the 
undefeated record that had accumu- 
lated, Sting tangled his opponent into 
a pretzel, wrapping his legs into the 
Scorpian, a leg lock yet to be broken 
‘once applied. With Muta in pain and 
desperately trying to counter the 
hold, Hart decided it was time for his, 
ww and order to supercede the rule 
‘book. In full view of the referce Hart 
delivered a forearm smash to the back 
of an unsuspecting Sting. Once th 
torturous hold became undone, a 
mugging ensued. Muta regained his 
composure and began dropping cl- 
bows and kicking the disoriented 


Sting. Hart found pleasure by putting 
‘atowel around Sting’s neck and began 
‘chocking him until "Dr. Death" Steve 
Willams came running from the 
dressing room to break up the action. 
Inhis hurry to exit the ving, once Wil- 
lams made his presence, Muta 
dropped this title belt in the ring, 
Sting, put it on his waist and dared 
‘Muta to attempt to reclaim it. No 
response has given. Reluctantly, the 
TY belt was returned to the referes 

Gary Hart has done an outstandi 
job of westernizing Muta. Money 
power, power is everything. That set 
‘ofvalues had been drilled into Muta’s 
head, The TV title is their first phase 
in eventually getting to the "Nature 
Boy" and his world belt. Right now 
Mata is enjoying a quick jog through 
the talent put forth by the NWA, 
"Sting will fall to us, its g 
more time than we had originally an- 
ticipated, but the job will be com- 
pleted. I’m sure we can find some- 
thing for Sting to do, He could carry 
‘our bags and chauffeur the J-Tex 
Corp. in our custom limo. When 
Mata finishes with Sting, he'll be so 
embarrassed to show his face, he'll 
uit wrestling,” Hart shouted, 

To tackle two problems at once, a 
‘Thunderdome match pairing Sting 
‘with Flair against Muta and Funk was 
agreed upon, With an electrified 
cage encompassing the ring, the only 
way for either duo to come away vic~ 
torious would be to surrender. ‘That 
theory, however final it appeared on 
paper did not end the bitterness be~ 
tween all four wrestlers. All that was 
‘accomplished was affording Sting and 
Muta time off needed to allow their 
physical wounds to heal. Like his 
famous father The Gregt Kal 
Mata is determined to carry on the 
family's international reputation of 
wrestling excellence, whatever the 
cost. 

It is very rare that two such talented 
personalities enter the sport at ap- 
proximately the same time. I's even 
more of a coincidence when they 
cross paths in the same organization. 
All indications point to the fact that 
there isn't enough room in the NWA 
rings for both Sting and Muta, Hope- 
fully, a compromise can be reached. 
As a tag team, no other twosome 
would be safe from defeat. Until such 
an agreement would be made, the 
‘Sting and Muta matches will go down 
inthe record books as among the best 
in NWA history, and that’s the ul- 
timate compliment. 
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THE MIDNIGHT 


EXPRESS — 
RIDING THE SOLO TRACKS 


BY TOM CLUTTERS 


It would now appear that one of 
professional wrestling’s most close- 
Knit alliances is breaking up. It has 
been a long and glorious, although 
somewhat controversial period in the 
annals of the NWA and now it seems 
that a great tag team and their 
‘manager will finally be parting ways. 

Since the early 1980s, Jim Cornette 
and his Midnight Express have vir- 
tually dominated the tag team scene. 
In fact, when analyzing all the data, it 
could be said that the Express were 
fone of the most successful teams in 
NWA history, even more so than the 
awesome Road Warriors. While they 
spent much of their time together as 
hated rulebreakers, Cornette and 
company have always been regarded 
as one of the more innovative teams 
‘around. What his wrestlers were un- 
able to do themselves, Cornette and 
his ever-present tennis racket could 
certainly handle, 

Now that the new decade has rolled 
around, it scems Cornette, Bobby 
Eaton nd Stan Lane are parting com- 
ppany, and the reasons for the split 
‘would, at first glance seem silly 

‘The difficulties began when Cor- 
nelte agreed to become a non-official 
"advisor" to one of the NWA’s newest 
and brightest tag teams, the Dynamic 
Dudes. At first, Eaton and Lane said 
nothing, but as time wore on, they be- 
‘came more and more resentful of the 
time that their manager was spending 
with the new team. “Johnny and 
Shane are a couple of good kids, and 
they've asked me to help them out,” 
Cornette said. “I'm not actually 
managing them, you understand, I'm 
just giving them a little advice. I'm 
still exclusively the manager of the 
best tag team in the world, the Mid- 
night Express.” 

Day by day, it become more and 
more obvious that there were hard 
feelings. Eaton and Lane spent most 


of their time apart from Cornette, 
working mostly on their own, When 
finally confronted about the situation, 
Stan Lane made no secret of his feel- 
ings. “Look, Jimmy Cornette is sup- 
posed to be the manager of the Mid- 
night Express, but lately he’s spend- 
ing a lot more of his time with the 
Dudes than ho is with me and Bobby. 
We've accomplished a lot as a team, 
but it seems that Jimmy's decided 


Bobby and Jin were cbwaye close fends 


we're not that important to him 
anymore.” While not as outspoken as 
Lane, the quieter Eaton added "V'll 
tell you something, T've been part of 
the Midnight Express since the begin- 
ning, and I've never seen Jimmy act 
this way. Its kind of like we really 
don't exist anymore.” 

‘Cornette fumed when he heard what 
the Express had said. "That’s nothing 
but a whole bunch of erap and and 
he 


Bobby and Stan both know it,” 
shouted. “I've bled, sweated and had 
my fanny whipped for the Midnight 


Express. T've always been there 
whenever they needed me, and now 
they're saying that I'm ignoring them? 
Look, Stam Lane has only been here 
about three years, so I might be able 
to understand why he feels the way he 
docs. But Bobby? Bobby has been 


‘withsince the beginning and he knows 
better than that!" 

After several attempts at making 
peace, Cornette finally gave up and 
stopped escorting the Express to the 
ring. “THat's not my choice,” he in- 
sisted, "Stan and Bobby want it that 

Meanwhile, rumors quickly 
spread about the real reasons for the 
Cornette/Express rift. According to 
‘one report, the whole problem 
centered around a situation involving 
Stan Lane, Johny Ace and a certain 
young lady. Since the incident, Stan 
has held a great deal of resentment 
towards Johnny, While Cornette 
wouldn't divulge any of the details, he 
did admit that the situation did c3 
and was not a media creation. "I'm 
not going to embarrass anyone, Cor- 
notte muttered."But all hat stuff hap- 


Se oh Le Ay ese pres hy 
‘for me to believe that Stan would hold 
a grudge.” 

‘As many people expected, the situa 
tion eventually evolved to an in-ring 
collision between the two teams, 
While he was at ringside, Comette 
didn't commit himself to either side 
right away. Lane and Eaton signed 
for the matches without Cornette’s 
consent, sothe Dudes has litte choice 
but to accept the challenge, "We 
didn’t want ot cause any trouble when 
wo asked Jim Cornette for help,” said 
Shane Douglas. "In fact, if we'd 
known what was going to happen, we 
probably wouldn't have gotten’ in- 
volved. But since Bobby and Stan 
want to make it personal, me and 
Johnny won't back down one inch.” 
While the Dudes did suffer from their 
relative lack of experience, some of 
Comette’s influence was obvious in 
their ringwork. Raw at first, Johnny 
and Shane began to perfect their 


teamwork and became more efficient 
as the match went on, "I dida't have 

than, 
Those 


to show them anything mor 
Cornette admitted, 


Under the ui 
acite, the Midnight Express has seen 
Tittle in the way of failure. As former 
world tag champions, and as the only 
team toever the US. and World titles, 
at the same time, the Express has be- 
come the epitome of tag team wres- 
ling. First it was Eaton and Dennis, 
Condrey, and then came Stan Lane, 
but the win-loss ratio of the team 
didn’t suffer. It seemed like nobody 
could stop the Midnight Express on 
their quest for victory, and this had to 
have an effect on Jim Cornette, He 
was being frozen out by the team he 
took to glory. 

Needless to say, the boisterous 
‘manager has had many mixed feelings 
on the situation. “I've spent a lot of 
sleepless nights over this,” he said. "I 
think back to all the good times we 
had and all the matches we won. It 
hasn't been easy, but nothing worth 
having ever is, On the other hand, it 
burns my gut to think that Stan and 
Bobby would try to make me the bad 
guy in this whole thing, No onc on 
wrestling history has ever dedicated 
themselves to their team like I have, 
and now, it’s all coming apart because 
of sheer stupidity. T'l tel you, it al- 
‘most enough to make me hang it up, 
but { won't So fans, only time wil 
tell what the future holds for the Mid- 
night Express and Jim Cornette. 
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CITY STATE ZIP 


BY DON LAIBLE 


‘The National Wrestling Alliance 
should be glad to have Eddie Gilbert 
as part of its ranks. His creativeness 
and entertaining athletic abilities 
have captivated fans nationwide and 
his wrestling style ain't too bad either! 
He may not have the physical stature 
of a Lex Luger or a Sid Vicious, but 
he certainly has ring sawy and plenty 
of wrestling knowledge. Eddie has 
also paid his dues outside the ring, 
where he has booking experience and 
knows what is essential for a promo- 
tion to thrive. Yes, Eddie Gilbert is 
an all-around guy, and a proven 
leader in the sport of professional 
wrestling. 

‘While Gilbert is not "the boy next 


door’, he does have deep convictions 
that he adheres to. He is a hard 
worker who only wants to give his all 
to any promotion he works for. He 
also looks out for fellow wrestlers and 
can usually be counted on to bring out 
the best in them. After all, it was 
under his guidance that Scott Steiner 
‘was able to shine, and Sting was 
brought to the limelight. 

Gilbert first noticed Sting in the 
struggling Continental Wrestling As- 
sociation. Atthat time, he was part of 
a tag tcam called the Bladerunners 
with another neweomer, Jim Helwig, 
who today is better know as the Ul- 
timate Warrior. Eddie recognized 
Sting’s untapped potential and be- 
‘came his manager and trainer. ‘They 
then ventured to the fledgling Univer- 
sal Wrestling Federation and it was 


~The Personal 
Side Of 
EDDIE GILBERT 


here that Sting really began to shine. 
He drew on Gilbert’s experience and 
listened closely to his advice and as a 
result, Sting is now one of the biggest 
superstars in wrestling today, 

Eddie Gilbert is a truc competitor. 
He has never allowed injuries or per- 
sonal matters to keep him out of the 
ring. When he steps into the squared 
circle, he know he is there for one 
thing and one thing only; to wrestle 
and to give the fans their money's 
worth, Although his shoulders have 
been pinned from time to time, Gil- 
bert has proven that you can't kecp a 
good man down for long. It’s quite 
evident that Eddie's work rate is top 
notch, whether its a challenge for & 
title elt during a main event match or 
the opening match on the program, 
you'll always see 110% from this 


wrestler. 

Pethaps Gilbert's most recent 
memorable matches were where he 
faced off against the Cuban Assassin, 
The Assassin, a cagey veteran of the 
international mat circuit, was signed 
to meet with twelve year pro, and 
pride of Lexington, Tennessec, Eddie 
Gilbert for a series of encounters 
throughout the New York Statc 
region. Within seconds of their first 
encounter, Gilbert had the fans on 
their fect, screaming for him to incite 
more punishment on his hapless foe. 
Gilbert opened the match by darting 
cout of corner and connecting with a 
dropkick to his opponent's chin. 
Eddie then met him with a couple of 
hip tosses and a leaping fist off the 
second rope to the Cuban's forehead. 
It seemed like a sure victory for "Hot 
Stuff, but the Assassin has some 
tricks of his own 

The Cuban Assassin headed for 
safer grounds and hid behind the 
referees. When he rubbed his 
country’s flag in the unsuspecting 
Gilbert’s face and demanded be 
salute it, Eddie went wild, Head sc 
sors, forearm smashes, power slams 
and two reverse neckbrea 

tamed his opponcut 

finished off the Assassin by whipping, 
him into the ropes and catching him 
coming off and then wrapping him 
into a small package hold for the vi 
tory. Yes, ifit wasn't evident before, 
itwas certainly clear now, don’t mess 
With Eddie Gilbert and expect to get 
away with it! 

When travelling from. show to show, 
Eddie often gocs with long-time 
friend Tommy "Wildfire" Rich. Both 

Hank Williams Jr. fans 
and they can listen to his tapes for 
hours at a time to break up the long 
car rides, Tommy Rich has nothing 
but praise for his friend. "I owe a lot 
ot Eddie for helping me get started in 
wrestling’. feel like we' 
just friends," he said. When asked 
about any future plans, Tommy just 

ly before 


nodded and smiled knowin 
stating, "Eddie and Ihave targeted the 


NWA World Tag team belts to be 
ours, and I know we'll have a great 
time busting open anyone who stands 
in our way. I know it sounds like a 
bold statement, but with Eddie on 
your tear, how can you not be totally 
confident? 

Eddie's greatest dreamisto have the 
NWA resurrect the Junior 


Heavyweight Division. After all, it’s 
much easier for a wrestler in the 200 - 
220 pound range to go up against 
somebody his own size and not a 
mammoth 400 pounder, Going after 
a belt held by heavier wrestlets has 
made it nearly impossible for the lit- 
er guys to gain a ttle, Gilbert feels 
that many of the lighter superstarst 
are not getting the promotional atten- 


tion they deserve. "After all, power is 
an essential part of a wrestler’s pei 
formance, but it’s not necessarily how 
big you are, it’s how you use your 
strength, " he explained, "My best 
matches recently have been with 
Brian Pillman, and he certainly 
the biggest guy in the NWA." 

Eddie Gilbert would like another 
shot a Ric Flair’s gold. Before you 


Eddie cuts the Cuban down to size. 
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Don't mess with Eddie Gilbert! 
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Edddie tightens an armbar on the Cuban Assassin. 
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discount this as just a dream, reme 
ber, Flairhasbeen beaten before, and 
Eddie may just be the man to do it 
again. In fact, Steve Williams can see 
this happening easily. "Eddic doesn't 
just shoot his mouth off. He takes 
wrestling quite seriously and if he says 
he can beat Flair, then I know he can 
: ut there was always 
a mutual respect between us. Both of 
us wanted the UWF titles and 
wouldn't back down, I have more 
respect for him than any other 
wrestler, past or present,” he 
Recently, Eddie Gilbert and Tommy 
Rich faced off against the 
Skyscrapers, Dan Spivey and Sid Vi- 
They did not emerge vie 


best shot and further more, he knows 
there will be other matches. Next 
time, you can bet the Skys 
won't be as lucky. Meanwhile, Eddie 
ed just to have given the 
ly ccxiting match. He is also glad 
be part of onc of the most exciting 
sports in the world today ~ profes- 
sional wrestling. 


| WHERE’S 
THE BULL? © 


‘The Ferandez/McDaniel battles are classics. 


He has long been recomnized as one 
of pro wrestling’s toughest men, For 
years, he was a fan favorite, teaming 
‘with such stars as Dusty Rhodes and 
Jimmy Valiant, feuding with some of 
the sport’s baddest villains. 

‘There were some who said Manny 
Fernandez. was getting tired of being 
Mr. Nice Guy, and one evening, on 
national television, they were proven 
right. After weeks of refusing huge 
financial incentives from manager 
Paul Jones, Fernandez finally suc~ 
cumbed, turning against Valiant and 

ing Jones’ stable of rulebreakers. 
Tt was only a short time later that he 
teamed with Rick Rude to win the 
NWA tag team titles, and since then 
has stayed on the wrong side of the 
fence. 

During the last couple of years, 
Manny Fernandez has been in the 
background, working in smaller 
Southern promotions and also spend- 
ing some time in the AWA. WRES- 
TLING EYE recently had a chance to 
talk with the man known as "The 
Raging Bull’: 


WE: Manny, it's been quite some 
time since most wrestling fans have 
teen you on 2 regular basis. Some say 
it’s because you've been "blackballed” 


By the mar federations, 
That's a bunch of bull. I've 
done almost everything a man could 
hope to do in professional wrestling. 
Tyebeenaworld champion twice, and 
Tve held almost every other belt you 
can name, The reason I'm working 
where I am is quite simple; I want to. 
can work where and when I want to, 
and I don't have to mess with a lot of 
the bull---- Pve to put up with in the 
past. I have done it all and I certain- 
ly don't have to prove myself to 
anyone, 


‘WE: You were always referred to as, 
‘a working man’s wrestler", meaning 
you were never afraid to sacrifice and 
work hard to get ahead in the busi 
ness. Have you ever thought about all 
the fans who used to admire you 50 
muuch? 

MF: Let me ask you something. 
With all of that so-called admiration 
youspeak of, tell me just how far it got 
me. Did the fans ever do one thing for 
me? You said I was a working man’s 
wrestler...iey, that never changed, I 
still work a hell of a lot harder than 


some of those so-called "muscle men" 
im the business today, and I've never 
changed my style. It’s just that T 
began caring more about myself than 
anyone elsc. 

‘WE: Everyone remembers the night 
the Raging Bull changed his attitude. 
You accepted a briofease full of 
money from Paul Jones, thea smashed 
Jimmy Valiant over the head with it. 

MP: Hey, the money that Paul Jones 
offered me was more than I had ever 
seen in my life. I'd have been a fool 
not to take it That lamebrained 
Valiant spent some much time danc- 
ing around the ring and trying to 
please the fans. Igot mybutt whipped 
more than once while he was talking 
tosomebody at ringside, and I just got 
fed up with it, Like I Said, it would 
have been stupid for me to turn down 
that much money just to keep Jimmy 
Valiant and the fans happy. 

WE: It wasn't long, before you and 
Rick Rude became the NWA tag 
team champions. Many people 
thought you two were a strange com- 
bination, since your wrestling styles 
were so different, 

MF; Hey, its the results that count 
Obviously, Paul Jones knew what he 
was doing when he put us together. 
Yeah, me and Rude were different, 
but we worked together asa team and 
‘we won! Jones put together the plan 
and we carried it out to perfection. 

WE: But you were also a world 
champion with Dusty Rhodes as your 
partne 

ME: No, you said it wrong. Twas a 
world champion IN SPITE OF 
DUSTY RHODES. The only thing 
Rhodes ever cared about was himself. 
Thad to do 99% of the work for the 
team, and Rhodes (ook 99% of the 
credit. I see now why Rhodes bills 
himself as "the common man’ or 
something like that. Let me tell you, 
it's a joke. Dusty doesn't like (0 be 
called common, He says he’s the top 
dog in the business, but we all know 
the twuth, 

WE: Back in 1986, when you joined 
the NWA, you faced Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel in a tournament for the US. 
title and lost, Is that where your dis- 

ke for Wahoo began? 

ME: I never really liked Wahoo Me 
Daniel from the time T first met him. 
\He's another one who says he worries 
about the fans and his partners, but 
‘Wahoo doesn’t mean it, He's really 
very arrogant and totally self- 
ceniered and only worries about him- 


Both men are fierce competliors. 


self. I chased him for a long time to 
getashotat the US.title and he acted 
like I didn’t even exist. I was probab- 
Iythe man he feared most, because he 
knew I could beat him.’ When we 
were both in the AWA, I decided to 
forget about the titles and just con- 
centrate on beating the hell out of 
him, And that’s just what I did. 

WE: Let's take a minute to talk 
about another man you have a lot of 
trouble with...Abdullah the Butcher, 
1ff remember, you were the only man 
to ever suplex the Butcher. 

MF: Not once, but FIVE times. 
Don’t forget that. T put him down five 


The "Rag 


1g Bull is ready for action! 


times! To be honest, Abdullah is the 
toughest man I ever faced in the ring. 
‘You can beat on him all day long, and 
he still comes back for more. Tdon't 
think you can really hurt him, There 
were plenty of times when he beat me 

ce a rug, but I never backed down 
from him, not one time! 

WE: In your career, you've wrestled 
just about every major star the sport 
has to offer. 

MF: Hey, the Bull fought *em all, 
baby. From the Butcher to the Bar- 
barian, to Ric Flair, they all know who 
Tam, 

WE: Which brings us back to the 


question asked earlier. Why are you 
spending so much time in the smaller 
organizations when you could 
probably beat most of today's cham- 
pions? 

MF: Whether you realize it or not, 
Uhere’s a lot of politics in wrestling 
these days. You almost always have 
to kiss somebody's --- to get 
anywhere, and I sure as hell ain't 
gonna kiss anything. I can wrestle 
here in the States, then when I get 
bored, I can head to Japan or some- 
where and work therc, Like I said, 
I'm doin’ what I want to, and I see no 
reason to change! 
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THE AWA’S N EWEST HEARTTHROB 


BY TOM CLUTTERS 


He's one of the many natives of 
Canada who have made their mark on 
the professional wrestling world. For 
the most part, Paul Diamond was an 
unknown to most mat fans before he 
and Pat Tanaka teamed together to 
win the AWA world tag team titles in 
March of 1988. 

Since thea, Diamond has remained 
in the AWA, but has switched from 
the rulebreaking tactics he and 
Tanaka employed during their title 
days, and he’s now considered by 
many as the AWA's favorite 
“heartthrob’. From the days of as one 
half of Badd Company, AWA tag 
team champions, to now, there has 
been quit a transformation in the 
career and the attitude of Paul 
Diamond. 

"L must admit, those days with Pat as 
part of Badd Company were a big 
help in making a name for myselt,” 
sayt Diamond. "Rut ithad to come to 
an end sometime, and now I'm 
making it on my own.” Both 
Diamond, a 230-pounder and 
‘Tanaka, who usually weighs in around 
the 220 mark, were small by most 
wrestling standards, so they made up 
for their lack of size by working 
together so well and never giving up, 
"Tdon't believe that Badd Company 
ever got all the recognition we 
deserved," Diamond stated. "Be- 
cause we were relatively small, no one 
really took us seriously until we be~ 
came champions. T have had similar 
trouble throughout my career, but Pm 
persistent person, and hey, there arc 
plenty of different ways to get the job 
done.” 

Learning those different ways to 
handle opponents has been one of the 
keys to success for Paul Diamond 
Depending on the size and ability of 
his foe, Paul hasbeen knowa to either 
fly around the ring like a bird, hitting 
his opponent with dazzling 
maneuvers,or just getting "down and 
dirty” when necessary. "You can’t 
stay with just one style of wrestling, 
and expect towin for very long," he cx- 
plained, "I change my style just about 
very night. There are some guys who 


Paul saw ring action in the CWA. Here he battles Rip R 


wu 


Badd Company are now bitter enemies. 


LoRuC 


fall with a dropkick or a flying press, 
and there are others you just have to 
slug it out with.” Indeed, his time as a 
rulebreaker has served him well on 
‘occasion. No matter how hard you 
try, sometimes you just have to throw 
the rules out the window. "That's ab- 

solutely right," says Diamond. "T'l 
make every effort to wrestle someone 
with my ability, but if they want to 
maks it a knock-down battle, I'l do 
that too!” 

Diamond looks at his days with 
Badd Company as a real learning ex- 
perience. Although every young 
‘wrestler makes mistakes while work- 
ing his way up the ranks, Paul believes 
his biggest error was’ taking on a 
manager. "We won the AWA belts, 
by ourselves, without help. ‘Then, 
Diamond Dallas Page came on to the 
scene, making all kinds of promises 
and we let him in, That was a major 
mistake." Diamond and Tanaka kept 
their titles for some time under Page's 
‘management but there was also ten- 
sion surrounding the trio. "There 
were alot of times when Page made it 
seem like he did all the work, recalls 
Paul. "Eventually, it turned into a 
competition between Pat and myself 
{o try to get one up on the other, and 
it was this rivalry that eventually 
destroyed the team,’ 

‘After parting ways with Tanaka and 
Diamond Dallas Page, Paul took 
some time to think things over. He 
decided to set out on his own in the 
AWA, to see if he could make it by 
himself. "It was a little scary at fret 
when I decided to change myattitude. 
Alot of the guys I had been trying to 


Paul Diamond strangles Ricky Morton. 


Paul is the AWA’s current heartthrob, 


hurt for so long were cautious about 
accepting me. I didn't ask for 
BH] anyone's help, since I know I had to 
Pau! Diamond is after another belt, Bevel was ext ARAL change 
the world heavyweight tle. Fortunately, it all worked out.” 
_— Tttook quite some time for Diamond 
to work his way into a new circle of 
friends, but his desire to be accepted 
‘was strong so he never gave up. When 
Larry Zhyszko returned to the AWA 
and became world champion, it 
‘meant Paul Diamond had a target to 
shoot for. "Every wrestler would like 
to hold a world singles belt, and I'm 
no different," he admits. "Zbyszko is 
‘tough customer, and he has years of 
‘experience against the best in the 
world. 'veseen men like Greg Gagne 
and Sgt. Slaughter come up short 
against him, so 1 know I'm in fora real 
challenge. But if T get the chance, I 
guarantee he'll have his hands full 


ip with AWA 
fans, Diamond appreciates hearing 
the cheers instead of the boos. “I gave 
a lot of people plenty of reasons to 
dislike me inthe past. "But now, most 
of them seem to support me, and that 
helps a lot when you're in the ring, 1 
just hope they'llbe even happier when 
Tbecome AWA champion!” 
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HERCULES 


THE WWF’S SUPERMAN 
BY DON LAIBLE 


For more than a hundred years, 
slavery has been outlawed in the 
United States, Therefore, itwas quite 
a shock when Hercules’ Hernandez 
found himself being "sold as a slave 
by former manager Bobby "The 
Brain’ Heenan. As he listened to 
Heenan confirm the deal with the 
Million Dollar Man, Ted DiBiase, 
Hercules was stunned, "He could: 
believe that Heenan and DiBiase 
would even try such a thing,” caid a 
friend of the Florida strongman, "To 
bbe honest, it caught him off guard, 
There wat absolutely no hint of what 
was going on.” 

In trying to rekindle slavery at 
Hercules’ expense, however, Heenan 
and DiBiase created a monster. Since 
the incident, Hernandez has been a 
terror tw tie WWF rulebreakers, 
After taking a measure of revenge 


Hercules battled Billy Jack Haynes 
in Wrestdemania I, 


against the Million Dollar Man and 
the Brain, Herc has moved onto chal- 
Tenge others associated with being on 
the "wrong" side of the talent roster, 
“It has become an obsession with 
him,” the friend stated. "Anyone who 
might be remotely connected with 


‘A.Hercules has been “trouble shooting’in the WWE for three years. 


ther Heenan or DiBiase just isn't 
sale" 

Tn his younger days, Ray Hernandez 
was dedicated to staying in shape and 


developing his incredible physique 
In addition to spending endless hours 
lifting weights, he was the terror of his 
high school wrestling team. On many 
occasions, Hernandez. chose to pum- 
mel his opponent rather than try for a 
pinfall. After deciding to turn pro, 
Hernandez came under the guidance 
‘of manager Gary Royal, and spent the 
first months of his career learning 
howto do things the professional way. 
After a time, the young powerhouse 
caught the attention of none other 
than Paul Jones, "When I first signed 
him, he was kind of raw, but he 
developed quickly’ Jones recalls. 
Herewas put under a mask as one half 
of the Assassins tag team, but was 
eventually exposed by Jimmy Valiant 
during his long war against Paul 
Jone: 

Jim Comette was next to take on 
managerial duties for Hernandez. , 
who by now had moved into the high: 
ly competitive Mid-South arca, 
late 1984, he teamed with Ted Di 
Biase to win the arca’s tag belts, 
"Back then, Di 


Hereutes is virtually unstoppable. 


," Here recalls. "I gucss all 
‘money finally went to his head.” 

Alter leaving the Mid-South area, it 
was on to Texas and the World Class 
group for Hernandez, He was 
mediately recruited by Valerie "Sun- 
shine” French in her campaign against 
WCCW ralebreakers and he made 
quite an impression on the Texas fans. 

i was really something to wateh this 

"said one long-time World Clase 
"He was probably the most 
powerful man we had ever seen at that 
point, and Sunshine got rid of quite a 
few of the bad guys.” 

Following a return to his native 
Florida, Hernandez defeated Brian 
Blair in May of 1985 for the Southern 
title, In a litle over a month, under 
the guidance of Sir Oliver Hamper 

ined Hector Guerrero for 

lorida belt. It wasn’t long, 

, before bigger things came 

his way. After accepting an offer 
from Freddie Blassie, Hercules 

cated both his tiles and went to the 

WWE. "It was the first time he had a 

chance to really go against the big 

boys,” commented the friend. After 

Blassie’s retirement, Hernandez 

‘ame under contract to Slick, who 


t 
eventually dealt with Heenan for the 
big man’s services, Bobby Heenan 
‘was supposed to be the best in the 
business, so it scemed like an ideal 
move for Hercules, but in reality, it 


is biggest 


tumed out to be one of 
mistakes, 

Under Heenan’s directiot 
dez became involved in a couple of 


Her 


savage feuds, including one with 
Oregon's Billy Jack Haynes, It even. 
tually came down to acontest of sheer 
power, with both men matching full 
nelsons and other feats of strength, A 
double — count-out during 
Wrestlemania It effectively ended 
that feud, but Heenan decided to put 
his man on the offensive against the 
awesome Ultimate Warrior. After 
their first couple of meetings, a 


mutual respect developed between 
the two musclemen, but Heenan kept 
pushing his man into matches with the 
future Intercontinental champion. Tt 
pparent that Hercules didn’t 
ieart in the feud, which even. 
tually ended with a pinfall by the War- 
rior at Wrestlemania V. 

Soon afterward, Heenan reportedly 
became disenchanted with Hercules 
and began laying the groundwork for 
his deal with DiBiase. The two at- 
tompted to consummate the deal on 
national television, but Hernandez 
Put it all to rest with help of ever- 
Present chain, "You just saw what 
kind of people Heenan and DiBiase 
are," Hercules said. "There's no place 
in today’s world for slavery and I'll be 
damned if I'm gonna let em get by 


Lot's hope the future holds good things 
Jor Hercules Hemanelez. 


with i” 
foday, Hernandez enters the ring to 
the sound of cheers, and the Future 
looks quite promising. His. new 
friends, including men like Hulk 
Hogan, the Ultimate Warrior, Ronnie 
Garvin and Jim Neidhart have vowed 
to help him in his quest to rid the 
WWF of Heenan, Dil 
Still’ another man who 
rust kecp a wary eye on Hercules is 
former WWF champion, Randy 
Savage,, who has incurred the wrath 
of Hernandez on more than one ¢ 
casion, hasn't forgotten 
about s mentioned his friend, 
pretty good some time 
ago, and I think it’s just a 
time before the Macho 
top of the list.” 


Any material for review 


or other 
correspondence can 
be sent to: 
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FAN CLUB COLUMN 
WRESTLING EYE 
JEMS INC. 
P.O. BOX 138 
MARLBORO, 
N.J. 07746 


MATWATCH: Steve Beverly, ED. 
213 Pine Hills Ave, Auburn, 136830. 
Published weekly. $6.00 for 7 issues. 

‘This newsletter really gives you an 
inside look at the sport. The informa- 
tion you get each week is top notch, 
‘This is « MUST for all serious fans of 
‘wrestling, 

PRO WRESTLING TORCH: Wade 
Keller, ED. P.O, Box 201844, Min. 
neapolis, Mn 55420, Published every 
two weeks, $1.25 

per issue. 

iting and features of this pub- 
lication really make it enjoyable and 
fun to read. ‘The editor jam packs 
each issue with news, results, columns 
and features AND you also get a free 
color photo. Now c'mon, it just 
doesn’t got any better than that! 

GLOBAL WRESTLING NEWS. 
SERVICE: Tom Burke, ED. 31 
Groveland st, 

Springfield,’ Ma 01108, Published 

} monthly. $1.50 per issue, 

This one has been around for quite 
awhile and one look will explain why, 
Its filled with newspaper clippings, 
results, news and nostalgia, Check 
this one out and see what you've been 
missing for so long. 

IE WRESTLING REPORT: Greg, 
Oliver, ED, 15 Penrose Ave, 
Kitchener, Ontario N2A 1E9. 
Published monthly. $1.00 per issue. 

This entry from Canada has all the 

makings of a fine publication. There 

news, resulls, and nostalgia in each 


issue, Order a copy today and sup- 
port this fine bulletin, 

WRESTLING STYLE NEWSLET- 
TER: Jim Dough, ED. 6024 Cipriano 
Rd., Lanham, Md 20706 Published 
weekly. $.75 per issue. 

This newcomer offers predictions 
and news. Have to see a few more is- 
sues before giving it a recommenda- 
tion. 

TWIN CITIES WRESTLING UP- 
DATE: Kris Pope, ED. P.O. Box 
31114, Minneapolis, Ma 55431, 
Published monthly. $2.50 per issue, 

This regional fanzine is a beautifully 
laid out piece of work that will keep 
you up to date on the latest in the 
‘Twin Cities area. Take a look today, 
you won't be sorry! 

WRESTLING HOTLINE: Lori 
Joyce, ED. 54 Kentish Crescent, 
Asincourt. Ontario, MIS 224 
Canada, Published monthly, 

$2.00 per issue, 

This one covers every federation in 
an in-depth manner. The editor has a 
crisp writing style that will hold your 
interest and keep you coming back for 
more. Order a copy today. 

THE RING POST: Francesco Cas- 
tano, ED. 13135 Colton Lane, 
Gaithersburg, Md 20878. Published 
bimonthly. $.50 per issue, 

Here's another newcomer that 
shows a lot of promise. The editor 
covers the WWF, NWA, AWA and 
World Class with match results and 
news. Looking forward to further is- 


sues, but the first one looks good, 

GLOBAL MAT INFO: David 
Howell, ED. 1868 Newfield Ave, 
Stamford, Ct 06903. Published 
monthly. $1.50 per issue. 

‘The computer graphics on this bul- 
letin make it easy and enjoyable to 
read, Ratings, news clippings and 
photos round our this fine publica- 
tion, Definitely recommended, 

THE PILEDRIVER: Honorable 
J.D, Woodall, ED. 1707 Alabama, Big 
Spring, Tx 79720. Publiched monthly. 
$.75 per issu. 

All major federations are covered 
here andthe editor makesevery effort 
to keep you on top of things. Well, it 
‘works and you'll also enjoy the breezy 
style, Get your copy today. 

THE PWD/RINGSIDE REFLEC- 
TOR: J.D. McKay, ED. Rte 2, Box 
291, Louisville, Ms 39339, Published 
monthly, $2.00 per issue, 

The features and writing in this bul- 
letin are realy first rate, You'll look 
forward to receiving your copy every 
month justto read what the editor and 
‘columnists have to say. In short, this 
is top notch publication all the way.! 


PENPALS 


KIKU ISHII-Age 26, 27-21 
Higashikoiwa 4 chrome, Edogawa- 
Ku, Tokyo, 133 Japan would like to 
hear from fans who like Terry Funk, 


Dick Slater, Great Muta andthe Rock 


’n Roll Express. Also wants to hear 
from fans of Japanese wrestling. 


JAGUAR VIDEOS, LTD. 


Strong, Sexy, Aggressive Women 
in Real Fighting Action 
Women vs. Women 
We 
Send $1.00 


Joguor Videos, Ltd. 
1202 Lexington Ave., 
Suite 304, Dept. € 
NY, N.Y, 10028 


rochure to; 


CYNDI LAMBERT-4791 Green 
Valley Rd, Huntington, WV 25701 
would like to hear from SERIOUS 
fans of the NWA, the Rock 'n Roll Ex- 
press, Midnight Express, Magnum 
‘TA, Ric Flair and the Road Warriors. 

BETTY ANN GARCIA-Age 24, 
P.O.Box 1087, Menard, Tx 76859 
wants to hear from fans of the Von 
Erichs, Magnum TA, Barry and Ken- 
dall Windliam, Rockers, Scott and 
Rick Casey and Al Perez. Will try to 
answer all letters. 

JANDI MURPHY-Age 20, P.O. 
Box212, Fulton, Mo 65251 would ike 
to hear from fans of Sting, Roddy 
Piper, Brutus Beefcake and the Rock 
"a Roll Express. 

GERLINDA TRENT-Age 22, P.O. 
Box 102, Piney Flats, Tn 37686 would 
like to hear from fans of Ric Flair, 
Kerry Von Erich, Sting, Lex Lu 
Wendall Colley ‘and Ron Ritchi 
Will answer all lewers. 

BRIAN GARDNER-138 Ashdale, 
West Covina, Ca 91790 would like to 
hear from those who like Randy 
Savage, Curt Hennig and Don 
Muraco ‘and those who HATE Hulk 
lo phe peppaieen tl = 
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FIGHTING WOMEN 
ON VIDEO TAPE 

$2.00 tustrated tat 


BELLSTONE 
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FIGHTING FEMALES 


iow & GENUINE Female Westing Cub 
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FEMALE WRESTLING 
Amateur Female Wreling Volume One now 
avalible from T&T. Special introductory offer, 
‘nly $1995 for 14 maces. VHS only. Send 
10195 plus $1.00 P & H ts 
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jamp-Hulk Hogan. 


1. Ultimate Warrior 
2 Randy Savage 

3, Rick Rude 

4. Dusty Rhodes 

5. The Widowmaker 
6. Brutus Beefeake 
7. Curt Hennig 

8 Andre the Giant 
9. Bret Hart 

10. Jim Duggan 

U1. Ted DiBiase 

12. Jimmy Snuke 

13, Honkytonk Man 
14, Hercules 


NWA. 
Champ-Ric Flair 


L.Lex Luger 
2. Sting 

3. Terry Funk 

4, Great Muta 

5,Rick Steiner 

6. Mike Rotunda 

7. Michael Hayes. 

8, Scott Si a 

9, Steve Williams 

10. Brian Pillman 

11. Scott Hall 

12. Norman the Lunatic 
13, Dick Slater 

14, Ranger Ross 

15. Tom Zenk 


CWE. 


1 Jimmy Golden 
Wendall Cooley 
3. Danny Davis 

4, Adrian Street 

5, Dennis Condrey 
6, Ron Fuller 

7. Keith Hart 

8. Lou Fabiano 

9, Jerry Stubbs 

10. Grant Jackson 


WRESTLING EYE’S 


Ncw. 


1. Johnny Rodz 
2. Sat, Slaughter 
3. The Cheetah Kid 
4. Tron Mike Sharpe 
5. Tommy Norton 
6. Afa the Wild Samoan 
7.Tom Bran 
8. Johnny Valiant 

S.D. Jones 
the Wild Samoan 


Low, 


1. Joe Sayoldi 
2. Kendall 
3, Tony Atlas 

4. Stever Keirn 
5. Chris Michaels 
6. Brian Walsh 
7.Mr. X. 

8. Eric Saphrasia 
9. Vie Steamboat 
10. Tony Rumble 


idham 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


WORLD WOMEN'S 


1. Wendi Richter 

2 Misty Blue 

3. Linda Dallas 

4, Madusa Miceli 

5, Sue Sexton, 

6. Kat Leroux 

7. Heidi Lee Morgan 
8. Candi Divine 

9, Susan Green 

10. Debbie Combs 


TOP 15 TAG TEAMS 


1, Demolition 

2. The Rockers 

3. The Road Warriors 

4, The Freebirds 

5, The Destruction Crew 
&. The Dynamic Dudos 
7ST 

8, The Olympians 

9, Hart Foundation, 

10, The Bushwackers 

11, The Steiner Brothers 
12, The Skyscrapers 
13, Lane & Eaton 
14, New Zealand Milt 
15, The Cream Team 


TOP 15 (rated by ability) 


1. Ric Flair 
2. The Widowmaker 
3. Sting 
AWA WORLD CLASS. 4. Lex Luger 
Champ-Larry Zbyszko = 5. Randy Savage 
: 1. Kerry Von Erich 6 Curt Hennig, 
1, Sat. Slaughter 2.Eric Embry 7. Bret Hart 
2. Greg Gagne 3, Cactus Jack Manson 8 Terry Funk 
3, Paul Diamond 4. Chris Adams 9. Arn Anderson 
4, Ken Patera 5. Taurus Bulba 410, Tully Blanchard 
5. Col, DeBeers 6. Jeff Jarrett 11. The Great Muta 
6.Kokina 7. Gary Young 12, Genichiro Tenryu 
7. Mike George 8, Jimmy Jack Funk 13, Marty Jannetty 
8, Brad Rhcingans 9. Matt Borne 14. Brian Pillman 
9, Derrick Dul 10. The Punisher 15, Larry Zbyszko, 


10, Johnny Stewart, 


STEVE WILLIAMS 


A CANDID CHAT WITH THE DOCTOR 


Back in mid-1986,"Dr. Death’ Steve 
Williams had defeated Freebird 
Terry Gordy for the UWF World 
Heavyweight title. In a post-match 
celebration, Williams showed more 
‘emotions and feelings than you'd ex- 
pect to see from a guy who bills him- 
selfas the toughest man in wrestling’. 

‘August 1989, “Doc” had just com- 
pleted a time limit draw with the 
NWA US. Heavyweight champ, Lex 
Luger. Williams had the match under 
control. Luger, sweating and breath- 


Williams is quite a guy both in and out ofthe ring 


BY ALAN RASKIN 


less, waskneel 


the corner, trying, 
to recover from three devastating 


press slams. Doc, smelling gold, 
rushed at Luger and attempted to 
"Stampede' him, However, due 
slight miscalculation, Steve's 
made full contact with the iron ring- 
post instead of Luger. Williams never 
fecovered completely and Lex Luger 
remained the U.S. Heavyweight 
champ. 

Yes, Steve Williams has certainly 
had a career full of ups and downs, 


Recently, WRESTLING EYE caught 
up with him to discuss his past, 
present and future: 


WE: What was the deal concerning 
the NWA and UWF unification 
match (against Ric Flair) that never 
happened? 

‘SW: Well, Jet's just say that there 

lot of politics involved. Basical- 
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ly, I think Flair was afraid to face me. 
‘The UWF belt is retired in my show. 
case at home. 

WE: You were pretty friendly with 
Barry Windham, What do you think 
about his move to the WWE? 

SW: Money talks, Besides, Barry 
was never really treated right in the 
NWA, I guess he feltalitde lostin the 
shuffle, Then, when Barry injured his 
wrist, the NWA gave him six months 
toheal, I guess Barry did some thia 
ing in that time and decided not to 
come back. 

WE: Let’s talk for a minute about 
your match with Lex Luger when you 
‘Wore after the U.S, Heavyweight ttl 
Did you really feel that you had him 
beat? 

‘SW: When I wrestle a man like Ric 
Flair or Lex Luger, I need at least a 

ixty minute match to wear him down, 
Til tell you one thing though, Luger 
was mine until T hurt my Tibs, But 
then, I couldn't throw correct 
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Steve has teamed with the best, 


punches or get my weight behind any 
of my moves, Yeah, ifmy ribs weren't 
hurt, P'd have beaten him for sure 

WE: Do you plan to stay in the 
NWA? 

‘SW: Yeah, for as long as wrestle in 
the States. Tike the style of wrestling 
in the NWA. Eventually though, I 
plan to work pretty much exclusively 
in Japan. There’s a lot of opportunity 
there and I'll have pleaty of time to 
spend with my family. I'll tell ya, the 
hospitality in Japan is unrcal, you 
really get he full red carpet treatment 
Besides, Gordy's in Japan and I want 
toget my hands on him, 

WE: What's your next move? Are 
you going after a single or tag ttle, 
since you've recently been seen wres- 
ting with the Midnight Express? 

‘SW: Plain and simple, I want to be 
World Champion, But, until the 
NWA and Ted Turner realize what 
kind ofan athlete Iam, what can] do? 
With all I've accomplished, 1 feel 1 
should get a title shot. I'm just wait. 
ing for Flair to sign the contract. 
Also, I don't want a fifteen minute 
match, I want a whole hour. T guess, 
like Flair, T get better as the match 
gocs on, ‘I've been wrestling in, and 
Playing in sixty minute football games 
all of my life, s0 I know how to gear 


up, to get better as times goes on, 
WE: What’s the real story behind 
your leaving the Varsity Club? 
SW: Kevin Sullivan just couldn't 
Keep his promises; a couple of things 


he would do forme never hap- 

T guess you could say that I 
also like being my own man - I don't 
need a manager or a tag team partner 
telling me what to do. 


pened, 


WE: When Terry Gordy returns 
from Japan, do you have any plans for 
six man tags against the Frecbirds? 

SW: If I don’t have plans, I'l make 
plans. Tintend to kick his batt all over 
this country! 

WE: (Steve started adjusting him- 
solfin the chair. Itwas quite apparent 
that his ribs were bothering him) 

, is this your worst injury? 
Well, if it isn’t it runs'a pretty 


close second to the time 1 was wres- 
ing Brad Armstrong in Shreveport 
La. I gave him a clothesline and hi 
elbow flipped up and caught me in the 

Iwas eut in five places around my 
eye and took 108 stitches, The worst 
part was, back then, I had to go out 
and wrestle the next night. At least 
today I'd get a week off. 

WE: Would ever consider going to 
the WWF instead of Japan? 

‘SW: No, unless there was an awful 
Jot of money involved. The WWE 
wrestles differently than the style I'm 
used to and I don't think McMahon 
can offer me what Japan can 


Williams cuts Luger down to size. 


Presently, my contract with the NWA 
expires Feb 15, 1990 and 1 chink it's 
pretty safe to say that I'll be in Japan 
after that. I have an 8 year old 
daughter who I want to watch grow 
up. 

With that, Williams got up and 
headed forthe door. This "tough 
guy’, walking around with his cracked 
ribs, scemed almost too cooperative 
to be called "Dr. Death’. However, if 
Flair decides to give a shot, don’t sell 
Williams short, The "toughest man in 
wrestling” knows how to "gear it up" 
when the money is on the line, Just 
ask Lex Luger or Terry Gordy. 
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‘Rumors abound that Luger is (alking with the WHF. 


Howdy! After being threatened by 
cone of most vicious tag teams in wres- 
ting, I'm back! (Guess Who?!) Well, 


SF anyway, I sit here with a neck brace 


on, but I still think I could have beat 
those two muscle-bound goons! 
‘Anyway, on to business... This past 
Fall, wrestling fans were treated to a 
tertific battle between Rie Flair and 
Terry Funk. From cage matches in 
Philadelphia to "I Quit” matches in 
‘Troy, NY, Flair/Funk has to be one of 
the most entertaining feuds of all 


time,..WWF referee Joey Morella 
was seriously injured in an 
automobile accident, Joey is the son 
of Gorilla Monsoon. Anyway, as of 
press time, Joey was still recuperating 
in a New Jersey hospital...The WWF 
just returned from a European tour. 
London did exceptionally well with a 
Savage - Hogan main event, Tickets 
for the show ranged from $18.00 to 
$45.00. Boy, people sure are starved 
for entertainment in 
Europett!..Akira Maeda has been 


g to wrestle the world 
boxing champ, Mike Tyson. As most 
of you probably know, Akira is the 
U.W.F.World champ in Japan, In my 
opinion, he is also one of the greatest 
wrestlers to hit the squared circle 
today. Think about it, if Hulk Hogan 
took one of Maeda’s kicks in. the 
mouth, he'd probably retir 
‘Anyway, Maeda is negotiating w 
‘Tyson, but whether anything will 
come of itis anybody's guess. Maybe 
‘Tyson feels he's run out of quality 
boxing contenders so it’s time to try a 
wrestler instead!...New  ad- 
visor/managerial assistant to the 
Great Mata is the Dragon Master 
(Kasuo Sakurada) aka Kendo 
Nagasaki. The Dragon Master walks 
to the ring backwards. I'm sure he'll 
give that up when he 
his neck!...Heard 


that 
Skyscrapers are talking with the 
WWF. Vince could sure use these 
guys as Demolition is sorely lacking 
some quality competition for the 


belts. Also, Sid Vicious is simply 
awesome. Can't you just imagine him 
and the Ultimate Warrior as a tag 
team?!,.The Widowmaker (Barry 
Windham) has been out of action 
lately due to an operation he under- 
went to remove a benign tumor 
beneath his breast bone. He should 
be completely recovered by the time 
you read this...Bret Hart is another 
zname on the injured list, Bret was 
hospitalized in Toronto after a match 
against Dino Bravo. Bravo threw 


Bret out of the ring, and he went sail- 
g into a steel barricade. Reports 
slate that he suffered a ruptured 
spleen and a few bruised ribs, We 
wish him a speedy recovery...The 
AWA matches pitting Paul Diamond 
‘against Pat Tanaka have really been 
great. Maybe it'll give that promotion 
the shot in the arm that it so 
desperately needs. Also, catch the 
Ric Flair/Bobby Eaton bouts. 
‘They're bound to go down as classics 
the history of the sport...Rumors 
are flying from the NWA front office 
that Terry Funk will be retiring within 
the month. Ridiculous, I say. If you 
remember, Terry "retired" once 
before from the WWF! I think Terry 
will be wrestling till the day he dies, 
Hats off to yal..Antonio Inoki was 
seriously injured during a speech he 
gave in Aizuwakamatsu, Japan. As 
you know, Inoki holds a political of- 
fice. He'was stabbed at a political 
rally from his ear to his throat. Inoki 
lost a lot of blood but reports tell us 
he is recovering. However, it will 
quite a while before Antonio Inoki 
sees the inside of a wrestling ring. 
Our best wishes to you, Antonio!...A 


new group promoting in the US. is, 
called "Superpowers of Wrestling”. It 
appears that they offer a combination 
of wrestling, karate, judo and sambo, 
The rules will be the same as a pro 
wrestling match, but there will be no 
gimmicks or theatrics. Hey, what is 
this, the early 1900s? How about 
Frank Gotch vs George Hack- 
enschmidt? Anyway, there will be 
various teams from various eountricg 
competing. Representing the U.S 
will be Bam Bam Bigelow, Brad 
Rheingans, Buzz Sawyer, Leon 
White, Steve Williams and former 
Olympic gold medalist, Jeff Blatnick, 
who, by the way, vehemently opposes 
pro wrestling. According the the 
promoters of the Superpowers show, 
they will have their shows on cable 
television sometime in may. The 
shows will be aired throughout the 
United States, Japan, South Korea 
and Taiwan. Sounds interesting. I'd 
really like to sce it take off, There 
isn't much more news to tell except 
that there are two big guys with 
mohawk haircuts knocking at my 
front door. Uh-oh! Until next 
‘month, this isthe Phantom signing off. 
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BY DON LAIBLE 


ROLAI VOLBOFF 


THE SAGA CONTINUES 


There have literally been scores of 
wrestlers from the Soviet Union who 
hit it big in North America. Unfor- 
tunately, for many, their eareers have 
been short-lived and disappointing, 
Alter all, it takes more than just talk 
to last in American mat circles, 
However, Nikolai Volkoff has been 
an exception. After three decades of 
‘competing, most are still in awe at his 
systematic ability to wear down his 
‘opponents on a regular basis. And, 
there are no plans in Volkofs it 
mediate future for retirement. He's 


latices isin nae 


having too much fun, Since he is no 
longer bound to the WWF, the Sovict 
superstar is gleefully accepting all 
new challengers on the independent 
ir 

Nikolai Volkoff wrestles because he 
wants to, The wealth he's accumu- 
lated over the years has left him and 
his family financially socuro, The 
cartwheels and flying kneedrops off 
the ropes are just further proof that 
Volkoff is having a grand time in the 
ring. And, he’s got to be glad to be 
away from the rigorous booking 


Nikolai and author Don Laibte. 


schedule the WWF adheres to. After 
all, when with the WWF, Volkoff was 
wrestling 28 out of 30 days every 
month. ‘Telephone calls were his 
closest link to those he loved, And as 
hhard it as it may seem to believe, the 
youthful-looking Nikolai is the proud 
father of a daughter who is a high 
school senior. 

Although he took some time off 
before entering the independent 
rings, Volkoff did not forget the 
‘weightroom, Pumping iron ishis pas- 
sion, "You couldn't get him to give up 


the weights,” independent manager, 
Hubie Marx stated. "Most people 
aren't aware of the competitions and. 
championships he and his father won 
in Yugoslavia and Russia. Just look 
at the size of his chest and you'll sce 
that he's never missed an appoint- 
ment with the gym.” 

Nikolai agrees to an average of two 
to four matches per week lately. But, 
even though he no longer appears on 
TY, don't consider him "washed up’. 
This angers him even more than when 
he booed for singing the Russian na- 


Volkoff is cenain 
Veteran grappler. 


tional anthem in the ring, It'sjust that 
his carcer objectives have taken a 
change in direction, 

He's been called many names, most 
of them uncomplimentary by 
American mat fans, but perhaps 
Nikolai’s greatest achievements came 
during the time he teamed with Boris 
Zuchov to form the Bolsheviks. 
‘Along with Slick as their manager, the 
Bolsheviks enjoyed two years of ter- 
rorizing many WWF fan favorites. 
Also, Volkoff teamed with the Iron 
Sheik for a time and under the 


tutelage of Freddie Blassic, they 
managed to grab the WWF tag tcam 
championship belts from Barry 
Windham and 

‘Throughout his seventeen years with 
the WWF, Volkoff was never "just one 
of the boys’. He was a main i 
sgzedient in the orga 
success. Nikolai made 
1974 when he annihilated Gorilla 
Monsoon in an under two minute 
match-up. The following month, on 
March 4, 1974, the big Russian earned 
a title shot at then World Champion, 
Bruno Sammartino. It wasan intense 
lay of stamina and determination 
that ended in a one hour time limit 
draw. Volkoff then teamed with his 
manager Freddie Blassie to combat 
such great teams as Bruno Sammar- 
tino and Chief Jay Strongbow, as well 
as the duo of Tony Garea and Dean 
Ho. 

Another little known fact about 
Nikolai's wrestling days is that in the 
mid 1970s he was the third masked 
Executioner from time to time. He 
filled in when one of the original two 
were injured or {o even up the sides 
when another dependable body was 
needed. 

Nikolai Volkoff has gone one-on- 
one with the greatest grapplers of the 
‘modern era. Bruno Sammartino and 
Bob Backlund are who he says rank as 
his two toughest opponents. With 


The Russian is ready for action. 


2 igo and Hluubie Marx share a mioment. 


Aas 


Bruno long retired, Volkoff currently 
enjoys kicking his son, David Sam- 
martino, around. Perhaps i 
Volkof?'s hope thet if he embarrasses 
the Sammartino name enough, Bruno 
‘will come out of retirement for a chal- 
Tenge match 

Bob Backlund was a far more tech- 
ically dangerous foe., since he didn't 
possess Bruno’s brute strength, 
Volkoff proceeded much more 
cautiously with Backlund because of 
the ex-champ’s celebrated collegiate 
background. Conditioning played a 
far more important when in the ring 
against Backlund, 


are two of Nikolai’s closest associates. 
‘They get together frequently to dis- 
cuss current affairs surrounding the 
wrestling world. Volkoff has vist 

Kowalski's wrestling school on many 


‘occasions and has even given lessons, 

Nikolai isa true patriot. He’s proud 
of the Soviet Union’s advancements 
and be lets the fans know it, Efe loves 
to sing his national anthem to 
proclaim loyalty to his homeland as 
well as to sing in front of w crowd, 
When not lifting weights and wres- 
ling as a youth, Nikolai took singing 
Jessons and would have been an oper: 
singer ifhe never entered the squared 
cirele, It’s not uncommon to hear 
Volkoff singing loud and clear in the 
dressing room before a match. It 
seems tobe his way of getting pysched 
up for battle. 

Nikolai Volkoff dreams of one day 
returning home with a heavyweight 
championship belt clasped secured 
around He just may be ablo 
to do it sooner than most realize be- 
cause negotiations are currently un- 


erway calling for Larry Zbyszko to 
lay his AWA gold on the line against 
the big Russian, 
For now though, 
remains the target of veterans and 
rookies alike, After all, Nikolai stil 


‘olai Volkoff 


px 

ll enjoy the fruits of 
his labor, Remember, wrestling is 
more than a profession, it’s a passion 
for him, and it’s something he intends 
todo for a long time to come. 


EDITORS NOTE: As of press time, 
Nikolai has signed a coniract to ream 
to WWF rings and to reform the Bol- 
sheviks with Boris Zuchov. Many say 
they are both ire top form and stand an 
excellent chance of capturing the WWF 
tag team titles. 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 


First of all, let me say that WRES- 
$f TLING EYE magazine is one of the 
#4 best wrestling magazines on the 

market today. However, I would like 
to see some more coverage on the 
TCW, There are a lot of wrestler: 
B the ICW who are just as good or be 

ter than men like Tom Brandi and 1 
think they deserve as much recogni- 
tion as him. 

In the TCW, you will find Tony 
Atlas, who is the ICW Heavyweight 
Champion, Kendall Windham, The 
Tranian Butcher, Vie Steamboat and 
Joe Savoldi, just to name a few. I've 
enclosed some pictures of the Iranian 
Butcher. Maybe you could use them 
in your magazine. In the meantime, 
keep up the good work! 

Mare Gibson 

Bristol, Ta 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 


Where Have All the Great Ones 
Gone? Well, Icantell you where one 
‘of them is - he is in Humboldt, Iowa. 
He came back to his home town when 
hhe died. The one I am writing about 
4s none other than the great Frank 
Gotch. He even has a park nam 
after him, called Gotch Park, Every 
now and then, the town holds a wres 
tling tournament for the young boys 
‘there, In fact, my nephew won the 
tournament one year! 

Keep up the great work. Ijust love 
reading your magazine! 

AFan 

Humboldt, Iowa 
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Reader Mare Gibson likes the 
ICW and the Iranian Butcher: 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 


Tam a big fan of the WWF. The 
NWA isgood too, but they can’t com- 
pare fo the WWF. I usually root for 
the villains like Mr, Perfect, The 
‘Widowmaker and Rick Martel.’ Hulk 
(the poorest excuse for a wrestler) is 
champion for now, but that's only be- 
cause he never defended the belt 
against MrPerfect. T think Perfect is 
the best wrestler in the entire WWF 
and I know that i's only a matter of 
time before he captures the gold, 
The current Intercontinental 
champ, The Ultimate Warrior, is one 
Of the few fan favorites that Ilike, but 
T think he will definitely become a 
rulebreaker soon, Then, either Dino 


Bravo, Rick Martel or the Widow- 
maker will dethrone him, 

Demolition shouldn't be tag team 
champs. Tully Blanchard of the Bra 
Busters wasn't the legal man in the 
ring, but he was pinned anyway. T 
think the WWF should look at this 
bout more carefully and strip Demoli- 
tion of the titles. The tag team belts 
should then be put up for grabs in a 
Tournament. All the tag teams could 
then get a fair shot atthe titles 


Joseph Puccio 
Richmond Hill, NY 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 


1 just thought I would write and tell 
youthat I loved all of the articles you've 


fad on Sting in the past. He has to be 
the one man who is the most knock- 
down, drag-out, gorgeous thing in the 
world, Believe me, before I saw Sting, 
Tused to hate wrestling. But now I'm 

hooked, and it's all because of him. So 
far, Ive seen him wrestle twice in per- 
on and I thought Iwas goingto have a 
fiteach time, but Iacted like a lady and 
controlled my emotions. One more 
thing, Sting, if you're reading this, T 
LOVE YOU! 


Tabitha Edwards 
McClure, Va 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 


Your magazine is the best on the 
market, I finally wised up and sub- 
scribed, I've been a hardcore NWA 
fan for 19 years. I've scen wrestling 
publications come and go. This one 
looks like it’s here to stay. The Phan- 
tom of the Ring keeps me waiting in 
anticipation each month, 

Now, is it my imagination or does it 
seem like the NWA’s talent roster is 
as deep or maybe decper than the 
WWF's? It also seems a shame that 
the NWA is taking for granted such 
outstanding talent like Dr. Death, 
Mike Rotundo and the Midnight Ex- 

press. 
Note to the NWA: Don't try to copy 
the WWF. Keep the talent coming in 


but use them wisely. The NWA and 
WRESTLING EYE will rule the 903! 


Steve Campbell 
USMCAS Beaufort, SC 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 


Your magazine is the greatest! I 
‘would like to say that Bobby Fulton is 
my favorite wrestler. THis eye-pop- 
ping cut is an undeniable knockout! 
In my opinion, he’s the most gorgeous 
guy in wrestling. He has the looks to 
drive me absolutely wild! I just love 


HOLLYWOOD, CA 90038 


his blonde hair and his beautiful 
brown eyes. Lalways cheer when Isce 
hhim wrestle. I sure do wish he'd come 
back to the US.W.A. area. Tlike the 
ways he’s so nice to his fans. Twould 
also like to sce more color photos of 
him. Keep up the good work. 


Appolonia M. 
Ft. Worth, Tx 
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Wrestler’s Name. 
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